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This past year has offered many of us a new beginning. We were afforded 

the opportunity to see our loved ones for the first time since March 2020. For 

many, we became more comfortable returning to the outside world. Despite 

the challenges that were presented throughout the past 18 months, Miami Music 

Project has experienced, and benefited from, the resilience of our community. 

Each of the past 13 years, our students have showcased their passion, hard 

work, dedication, and love for music through all that they accomplish on and 

off the stage. This year was certainly no different. Our Board of Trustees, staff, 

and incredible Teaching Artists did everything in their power to make sure our 

programs remained impactful. With the support of the philanthropic community, 

our mission continues to resonate in each corner of our communities. 

This past year, your support, devotion, and generosity took our students farther 

than we ever could have imagined. You never stopped believing in our work 

and our kids, and thanks to you, they were able to accomplish amazing things. 

Their hunger to build better futures earned them recognition and scholarships 

from such institutions as the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center and Johns 

Hopkins University’s Peabody Institute. Their drive to succeed led 50 students to 

the Interlochen Summer Music Camps. And, even more impressively, all 20 of 

our graduating seniors pursued higher education! Thanks to your support, our 

students were encouraged to keep composing better lives for themselves. 

As we look toward the future, we take a 

moment to reflect on the points of pride 

this past year has brought to us. Our 2021 

Community Report is filled with inspirational 

stories about our students and their own 

hopes for their futures.  

YOU helped make this happen and made it 

a reality during the most challenging of  

times. We will never forget it. On behalf 

of our entire Miami Music Project family, 

THANK YOU. 

With gratitude,
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TO OUR STAKEHOLDERS

Anna Klimala 
President

Miami Music Project uses music as an instrument for social 
transformation, empowering children to acquire values 
and achieve their full potential, positively affecting their 
society through the study and performance of music.

Mission

Goals
Develop values of community, sharing, and teamwork

Develop creativity, discipline, perseverance, and self-esteem

Inspire children to reach excellence through their own efforts

Improve the school performance of children

Strengthen the unity of families 

Equity and Inclusion
We remain committed to equity and inclusion through our Equity 
and Inclusion Committee, focusing on centering the voices of our 
students, parents, and Teaching Artists.
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This year our programs looked a little 
different, but our presence was even 
more important. Our programs were 
held virtually to ensure our families 
were safe until we returned to the 
classrooms in June.

Children's Orchestras 
A year-round, after-school program 
predicated on the idea that social 
transformation can be achieved 
through participation in an orchestra. 

Summer Music Camp 
An intensive four-week camp for 
students, leading up to a grand finale 
performance.

Teaching Artist 
Training Program 
A comprehensive set of workshops 
and expert coaching experiences to 
help identify and address students’ 
individual needs. 

Enrichment 
Opportunities 

Free access to prestigious cultural 
events, concerts, and workshops.

Orchestra Boot 
Camps 

Workshops designed to nurture risk-
taking, hard work, and excellence 
through challenging repertoire. 

Scholarships & Travel 
Opportunities 
Access to scholarships and orchestral 
training programs in collaboration 
with national partners.

Paid Internships 
Summer work opportunities for our 
graduating students to assist with 
their college expenses.

National Teaching Artists 
Training Institute
Founded in 2020 by a generous grant 
from the Paul M. Angell Family Foundation, 
the Teaching Artists Training Institute is a 
collaboration between El Sistema-inspired 
programs, music educators, and non-profit 
leaders to provide transformational, high 
quality training and workshops for  
Teaching Artists nationally for the 
betterment of their students. 

Young Musicians 
Development Program
A year-round program equipping talented 
youth with the resources necessary to become 
professional artists, educators, and leaders in 
the South Florida arts community. Students 
receive access to unique opportunities 
designed to equip them with the skills required 
in their pursuit of arts as a career.

NEW 
PROGRAMS

IMPACTFUL 
PROGRAMS

ALL OUR 
PROGRAMS 
ARE  

FREE OF 
CHARGE!

Safely In-Person
We continue to closely follow CDC guidelines to ensure the 
safety of our students. Precautions include sanitization of 
instruments, bell covers over the ends of wind instruments, 
social distancing, outdoor rehearsals, and mask-wearing.
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CREATING
COMMUNITIES

Students Served

Program 
Statistics

Children’s 
Orchestras

356

Summer Music 
Camp

120

In-Person, 
Socially-Distanced 

Activities

711

Teaching Hours 
Per Student Per Year 

Student 
Performances

13

275
White and 
other

Female

Male

Hispanic

Levels III, IV, V

Little Havana  
Citrus Grove  
Middle

Levels I, II

Little Haiti 
Toussaint L’Ouverture 
Elementary 

Miami Springs 
Miami Springs 
Elementary

Liberty City 
Charles R. Drew 
K-8 Center

Miami Gardens 
Carol City 
Elementary

Miami Beach 
Fienberg-Fisher 
K-8 Center 
(opening January 2022)

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PARTNERSHIP. Miami Music Project has a longstanding 
partnership with Miami-Dade County Public Schools (M-DCPS). We have been recognized 
several times by M-DCPS, including the Superintendent's Choice Award and Miami-Dade 
County Public Schools School Board Proclamations.

Program 
Locations

Zip 
Codes

64
Schools
133

Instruments 
Provided 

Violin

Viola

Cello

Double Bass

Flute

Oboe

Clarinet

Bassoon

French Horn

Trumpet

Trombone

Tuba

Percussion

Black

Free bus transportation  
from select chapter locations  
to the Little Havana Chapter.

New Chapter!

During the 2021-2022 school year, we will open a new community chapter on Miami Beach at Fienberg-Fisher 
K-8 Center. Miami Beach’s notoriously high cost of living, and the low salaries hospitality jobs provide, forces many 
families to live in poverty while surrounded by wealth and excess they cannot attain. With this chapter, Miami Music 
Project will reach a new group of talented youth to ensure the life-changing power of music is available to all!

6
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GRADUATING INTO LEADERS 100% of our graduates pursued higher education!

David Vallejo-
Lozano  
Viola
Aerospace 
Engineering
Purdue University

Wendy 
Benavidez 

Clarinet
Music Education
Florida International 
University

Ismael 
Rodriguez 
Tuba
Music Performance
Miami Dade College

Adriana 
Bustamante 

Violin
Criminal Justice
Florida International 
University

Gabrielle 
Figueroa-Diaz 
Horn
Classical Horn 
Performance 
University of North 
Carolina School of Arts 

Juliani  
Delerme  
Trumpet
Music Engineering
Full Sail University

Joan  
Aranguren 

Flute
Computer Science
Florida International 
University

Gemima  
Pierre 
Cello
Business 
Administration
University of Central 
Florida

Marcos 
Alvarez 

Clarinet
Music Production
Florida International 
University

Sebastian 
Ramirez 
Clarinet 
Architecture and 
Urban Design 
and Minor in Music
Miami Dade College 

Valerie  
Lozano 

Cello
Biology
University of Central 
Florida

Elizabeth  
Perez-Hickman 

Oboe
Oboe Performance
Peabody Institute of 
the Johns Hopkins 
University

Leonardo 
Martinez 

Bass
Music Performance
Boston Conservatory

Oriana  
Sanchez 

Oboe
Management
Florida International 
University

Lorraine  
Lopez  
Violin
Psychology
Florida International 
University

Christie  
Robert-George 
Violin
Music Education
University of Central 
Florida

Benjamin  
Bush  
Cello
Bachelor in Cello 
Performance, starting 
Master in Music at 
Florida International 
University

Robertshley 
Pratt 
Percussion
Undecided
Broward College

Samuel 
Rodriguez 

Trumpet
Computer Science
Florida International 
University 

Shanice 
Doreus 
Horn 
Cosmetology
Aveda Institute
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With this scholarship, eight of our students are receiving 
full scholarships to Florida International University for 
a four-year degree in any field. Thank you to Stanley 
and Gala Cohen for their generosity and this incredible 
opportunity!  

GALA AND STANLEY COHEN SCHOLARSHIP Nationally Recognized 
Winners
Four of our students received national recognition 
thanks to The Chamber Music Society of Lincoln 
Center! The Miami Music Project String Quartet 
was selected as just one of five nation-wide 
winners of the Young Musicians’ Innovation 
Challenge, receiving $1,000 to implement a 
program to promote the chamber music of 
historically underrepresented composers and 
their cultural heritage. Violinists Giah Bush and 
Isabela Ortiz, violist David Vallejo, and cellist 
Ricardo Mendez assembled and presented their 
phenomenal program as part of a 3-part concert 
series. We couldn’t be more proud!

The Peabody Institute 
Scholarship Recipient
Miami Music Project student Elizabeth Perez-Hickman 
was awarded one of two scholarships nationwide to 
attend the Peabody Conservatory at no cost! Since 
2019, El Sistema USA has partnered with The Peabody 
Institute of The Johns Hopkins University to award 
up to two full scholarships annually to students of El 
Sistema-inspired organizations. Elizabeth is the third 
Miami Music Project student to receive this prestigious 
award since 2019, with Edric Vivoni awarded last year 
and Bobby Bush in 2019. In addition, Elizabeth received 
The Jack Kent Cooke Young Artist Award from the 
renowned non-profit, From The Top, to help offset the 
costs of studying classical music at a high level.

COMPOSING  DREAMS

Marcos Alvarez

Joan Aranguren

Wendy Benavidez

Benjamin Bush

Adriana Bustamante

Lorraine Lopez

Samuel Rodriguez

Oriana Sanchez

The opportunity Miami Music 
Project provides the youth of our 
community is immeasurable.
Karen S. F. Veloz
Director, School of Music at FIU

Miami Music Project has opened 
so many doors for me to be 
able to pursue a career in music, 
build my confidence, and has 
helped me pursue a career I’m 
passionate about.
Isabel Sanso
2020 Graduate

11



1312

December

Awarded the 
Gold Award 
as Non-
Profit of the 
Year, by the 
South Florida 
Chapter of 
the American 
Marketing 
Association.

November

Give 
Miami Day 
#305ForGood 
Block Party is 
held, featuring 
legendary 
Miami 
musicians 
AfroBeta and 
Helado Negro.

October

Partnered 
with New 
World 
Symphony’s 
VIA 
Academy 
and hosted 
guest artists 
to mentor 
our students.

September

After-school 
programs begin 
in all chapters, 
through Miami 
Music Project 
CONNECT, a 
virtual learning 
platform.

February

In-person 
rehearsals 
and 
community 
events begin 
safely, both 
socially 
distanced 
and 
outdoors.

November

Adopted our 
organizational 
Core 
Values in a 
collaborative, 
team-wide 
effort.

OUR YEAR OF HOPE

March

Inaugural 
meeting of 
the Equity 
and Inclusion 
Committee is 
held.

May

Held first 
in-person 
concert 
since the 
start of the 
pandemic, 
at Pinecrest 
Gardens.

April

Third Miami 
Music Project 
student in 
three years 
named El 
Sistema USA 
/ Peabody 
Institute 
of Johns 
Hopkins Full 
Scholarship 
Award 
winner.

May

Established 
our minimum 
wage at $15, 
to better 
support staff 
and our 
communities.

May

Student Elizabeth 
Perez-Hickman 
featured on 
NPR’s From 
the Top for her 
accomplishments 
on oboe, and 
winning the 
Jack Kent Cooke 
Young Artist 
Award.

June

Summer 
Music Camp 
held in-
person! Over 
120 students 
hosted for 
summer 
learning.
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Teaching Artists
Our students learn in the hands of accomplished musicians, educators, and mentors who provide musical, social, 
and academic guidance to our students, thus contributing to Miami’s local community. 

Michael Andrews

Israel Aragon

Javier Aragon

Jose Arvelo

Lucas Balslov

Elaina Bass

Carlos Bianculli

Andres Candamil

Isaac Casal

Sofia Da Silva

Alexandra D'Amico

Ross DeBardelaben

Starina D'Haiti

James Drayton

Karina Eijo

Monica Encinoza

Cristian Escobar

Ernesto Fernandez

Mabel Garcia

Karla Geraci

Maria Guglielmina

Sercan Gündoğdu

Gabriel Gutierrez

Valentina Hernandez

Stephanie Jaimes

Rufus Jones

Casey Maltese

Demian Martinez

Sarahi Matheuz

Jose Montes

Julio Morales

Daniela Padrón

Seth Pan

Ivan Parra

Joe Paz

Juan Carlos Peña

Adriana Perez

Felix Petit

Jhefte Pierre

Daniel Rivera

Schelvin Robinson

Charlemagne Sands

Robyn Savitzky

Xiomara Sepulveda

Matt Shefcik

Zacherie Small

Bianca Tavares

Steffen Zeichner

MENTORING AND
CONNECTING

INSPIRING ARTISTS 
A Teaching Artist at Miami Music Project since 2013, 
Daniela Padrón is a Latin Grammy-nominated 
recording artist, a fantastic teacher, and an 
exceptional role model to students. Over the years, 
Daniela has taught over 400 students and had a 
formative impact on their futures as musicians and as 
people.

I love sharing my passion for music with  
new generations, and I’ve had the honor to do it  
while conducting children’s orchestras  
for the Miami Music Project for over nine years.

Daniela Padrón
Teaching Artist

 
Our Investment in Local Talent

2015-2021

We are proud to support the talented local musicians and teachers that call South Florida home.

2015

$257,772 $459,346 $569,875

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

1514
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IMPACT:

Student Assessment:
4 Assessment Pillars

of parents reduced their overall 
stress levels knowing we provide 
activities to keep their child(ren) 
busy and out of trouble

of parents said our 
program made it 
possible for them to 
hold a job or pursue 
work outside the home

of parents feel Miami 
Music Project gives their 
child(ren) opportunities 
they don't get in school

of parents believe Miami 
Music Project makes it 
more affordable for their 
child(ren) to take part 
in quality out-of-school 
activities

of parents agree that:

of parents agree that 
this program helps their 
child do better in school

100%

98%

86%

68%

20%

61%

TRANSFORMATION THROUGH MUSIC
BANDING TOGETHER
Funding Partners

Partner Highlight: Pumpkin Foundation

Pumpkin Foundation’s generous multi-year $2 million pledge 
in 2018 set the stage for the founding of our newly adopted 
Strategic Vision 2018-2028 and program expansion. Thank you to 
the Pumpkin Foundation for your continued support!

With the support of Miami-Dade 
County Department of Cultural Affairs 
and the Cultural Affairs Council,  
the Miami-Dade County Mayor and 
Board of County Commissioners. 

Miami Music Project is funded by  
The Children’s Trust. The Children’s 
Trust is a dedicated source of revenue 
established by voter referendum to 
improve the lives of children and 
families in Miami-Dade County  
by making strategic investments in 
their future. 

Miami Music Project is sponsored 
in part by the Department of State, 
Division of Cultural Affairs, the Florida 
Council on Arts and Culture and the 
State of Florida.

This project is supported in part  
by the National Endowment  
for the Arts. 

This project is supported 
in part by the Jorge 
M. Pérez Family 
Foundation at 
The Miami 
Foundation.

Funding Partners

Strategic Community Partnerships

National Partnerships

This program helps their 
child get along better 
with other children 

Their child likes coming 
to this program 

They recommend this 
program to others

1716

Evaluation  
Partners

• Hello Insight / 
Miami Gardens 
Music Alliance

• FIU Community-
Based Research 
Institute

• Arts for Autism 
Foundation

• FIU Research 
Center in Minority 

Institutions

Of middle and high school students surveyed, youth showed excellence or growth in:

97%98% 96%
Artistic 
Ability

at least one Social 
Emotional Learning metric

Academic 
Self-Efficacy
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$100,000-$500,000
• Daniel Lewis and Valerie Dillon
• Nedra and Mark Oren, The Yulman 
Foundation^

• Pumpkin Foundation, Joseph H. and 
Carol F.(d) Reich as Trustee

• The Children's Trust
• The Dunspaugh-Dalton Foundation, Inc
• John S. and James L. Knight 
Foundation

• Miami-Dade County Department of 
Cultural Affairs

• Miami Gardens Music Alliance at The 
Miami Foundation

• National Endowment for the Arts
• Paul M. Angell Family Foundation

$50,000-$99,999
• Jayusia and Alan Bernstein*^
• Gail S. Meyers, The Heckscher Foundation 
for Children*^

• Jean and Eugene Stark*^
• Florida Department of State, Division of 
Cultural Affairs

• The Jorge M. Pérez Family Foundation

$25,000-$49,000
• The Carson Family Charitable Trust, 
Judith and Russell Carson

• Gala and Stanley Cohen^
• Karen Bechtel and William Osborne
• The Anthony Abraham Foundation
• Fisher Island Philanthropic Fund
• Eric and Donna Johnson

$10,000-$24,999
• Martha and Bruce Clinton, Clinton Family 
Fund

• Jack and Marsha Firestone, Firestone 
Family Foundation*^

• Rose Ellen Greene*
• Susan and David Kamons^

• Sandy and Joe Slotnik
• Troy and Sissy Templeton
• Vivian and Tom Waldeck
• The Batchelor Foundation
• Genesis Motor America Foundation
• Florida International University 
• MEJOR Fund
• The Miami Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
• Ben and Edie Eisenberg^
• Kandy Kramer
• Richard and Susan Lampen Fund at The 
Miami Foundation

• Diane and Robert Moss
• Jan Nicholson
• Linda and David Paresky*
• Charles Seitz and Jeri Presser, James 
Deering Danielson Foundation

• Roz and Charles B. Stuzin
• The Goldberg Foundation

$2,500-$4,999
• Marjorie Baron and Mike Spritzer
• Karen Cox
• Jill and Jeff Fenster
• Nicole Henry*
• Maria Pia Leon Angell*^
• Frederick Lowery
• Susan T. Nehmen and Joseph H. Nehmen 
Fund of the Jewish Foundation of 
Greensboro

• Aaron and Dorothy Podhurst
• Lynne and John Richard*^
• Martin Rozenblum
• Lois Siegel
• Elizabeth "Annie" Stamps
• Maria and Joaquin Viñas
• Lady Suzanna P. Tweed and Carleton 
Tweed Foundation

• Northeast Miami Women's Club
• The Salomon Family Philanthropic Fund

• Target Circle Community Giving Program

$1,000-$2,499
• Sari and Arthur Agatston
• Lynne and Ken Alter*
• Jeannie and Rudy Aragon*
• Nadine Asin and Tom Van Straaten
• Maria Bechily and Scott Hodes
• Joseph Bolton and Alison Miller*
• Dexter Bridgeman
• George and Maureen Collins
• Carrie and John Copeland*^
• Steven Elias
• Richard and Colleen Fain
• Barbara and Howard Goldenfarb
• Eva U. Gordon
• Judie and Richard Jacobs
• Valerie and James Judd*^
• Daniel Mazanec and Daniella Rezai* 
• Patrick McGreevy
• Patricia Papper
• Alan and Barbara Pareira*
• Linda and Irwin Potash
• Martin Segal
• Howard and Sharon Socol
• Nathan Stark
• Patricia Stark
• Ana VeigaMilton
• Adam and Diana Zlotnick 
• Foundation for New Education Initiatives
• Select Equity Group Foundation
• Solomon Family Foundation 

$500-$999
• Bonnie Aibel
• Dorria Ball
• David Briggs*
• Julie and Terence G. Connor
• Meg and John Daly*
• Rebecca and Albert Haug
• Frankie and William Hipp*
• Larry and Deborah Hoffman*
• Bernard and Florence Jacobson
• Anna Klimala*^

OUR DONORS AND SUPPORTERS
THANK YOU to our donors and supporters.  
The following donors generously contributed gifts between July 1, 2020 and June 30, 2021.

• Jane Sherman
• Zammy Migdal and Jose 
Szapocznik*

• Leonard C. Roberts and Elaine 
Klein

• Rosemarie Schadae*
• American Marketing 
Association, South Florida 
Chapter

• Terrestrial Funk
• The Tonkinson Foundation

$100-$499
• Anonymous*
• Carolina Apey* 
• Joanne Bander 
• Vicki Bixel*
• Nina Boniske*^
• Richard Bookman*
• Jill and Robert Burleson*
• Frankie Capoferri
• Laurence Carroll
• Ursula Castañeda
• Helen Chayegan*
• Simon Chocron and Monica 
Ackerman

• Sean Clancy and Dina Cellini
• Nancy Cohen
• David Cole
• Suzanne Delehanty*
• Bonnie and Peter Dockter*
• Debbie Donio
• Marcia Dunn 
• John Flickinger*
• Alex and Lauren Freudmann
• Harry Fritzius*
• Manny Garcia*
• Nancy Gillespie
• Anna Lazarus and Miguel 
Gonzalez* 

• Diane Grob
• Kiera Henry*
• Marcella Henry*
• Astrid Arraras and James 
Hughes^

• Olga Hurtado*
• Nancy and Henry Jaimes*
• Jonathan Karlin*
• Joyce and Michael Katz

• Wesley Kean* 
• Stephen and Dale Kulvin
• Raquel Libman*
• Polly and Dan Mazanec*
• Olga and David Melin
• Madelyn Merritt*
• Barbara Namon
• Tori Oats
• Katherine Ockels
• Shirley Pardon*
• Carter Parsley*
• Rachel Phillips
• Sue Louise and Alan 
Rapperport*

• Peter and Bonnie Reagan
• Bronwen Rutter*
• Martin Schultz
• Jennifer Scruby and 
Alexander Ryshawy*^ 

• Sylvan Seidenman*
• Robert and Henrietta Shwartz
• Alison Steinberg*
• Aga Szostakowska
• Stanford Thompson
• Derek Walin*
• Ben Wander*
• Eisenberg 2016 Charitable 
Lead Annuity Trust

Up to $99
• Amazon Smile Foundation
• Lourdes Alfonso*
• Yamila Alvarez^
• Lilian Andrews
• Michael Andrews
• Michael Angell*
• Richard and Carmen Arruzza
• JM Bart
• Hannah Baumgarten
• Benevity
• Gabriel Benitez*
• Santa Bupsingh
• Leni Boorstin
• Carol Brewster
• Tina Brown*
• Joseph Burleson*
• Matthew and Jennifer 
Buttrick*

• David Cardona*

• Cassidy Fitzpatrick Carlson*
• Paul Catledge*
• Clarigotto Cegielska
• Ori Center
• Mark Churchill
• Leigh Clark
• Sebastian Correa Cuartas
• Liber Cuervos*
• Emily Cunningham
• Faren Deeb
• Jose Delgado
• Marge Dellavecchia
• Jocelyn Ducheine^
• Nicole Enos*
• Jeffrey Farmer*
• Joan and Jerry Fisher
• Eddie Franklin
• Mary Fridman
• Greg Fritzius*
• Alex Garfield
• Sammy Gonzalez*
• Ellis Grant
• Dawn Grayson
• Lorraine Harris
• Stephanie Hernandez*
• Paul Hofer
• Robert Hotz*
• Jahzeel Montes
• Bianca Joseph
• Margarita Kipp
• Bonnie Kupferman
• Aric Kurzman*
• Rosemine Lederl*
• Laura Lopez
• Alexandra Louis*
• Kevin and Alyson Love
• Sara Luciani
• Aquilino Mayo*
• Elaine Mazanec
• Candice Maze*
• Brett McNaught*
• Skip Measley
• Douglas Milt
• Ana Cristina Mon
• Terry Moneo
• Facundo Morales
• Margarita and Saul Negron*
• James Negron*
• Ricardo Newark*

• Jennifer Niemann
• Andrea Pascual*
• Neyra Pena*
• Dolores Perera
• Cristian Perez*
• Marianne Pink
• Carlos Prado
• Kathy Quill*
• Daniella Ramirez
• Annette Renert
• Barbara Roberts
• Melissa Robertson*
• Eileen Roskind Speigler
• Thomas and Rita Rothrock*
• Robert Saunders*
• Bill Schultz
• Susie Sikora
• Leda Silver*
• David Skinner and Linda 
Singer

• Kaseem Smith
• Myrline Sterling*
• Belinda Stohner
• Suzanne and Henry Stolar*
• Jennifer Stromberg
• Carole Ann Taylor*
• Noreen Timoney*
• Ruth Urrutia*^
• Louis Valsaint
• Cris Varela
• Sheila Womble*
• Carlos Zerpa

In-Kind Donors
• Gerry Berke
• Matthew Carone
• Valerie Howell
• Anna Lazarus
• Daniel Mazanec
• Joao Melo
• Amalia Zegarra
• Adrienne Arsht Center for the 
Performing Arts

• Eyeworks Productions
• Greenspoon Marder
• Hook+Bridge
• Lash & Goldberg

^ signifies gift made toward
 Graduate Care Packages

* signifies Give Miami Day 
contribution

Bold signifies lifetime giver  
of over $500,000
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Board of Trustees

Maria Pia Leon Angell
Chairwoman

Daniel Mazanec
Vice-Chair

David F. Kamons
Treasurer

Jack Firestone
Secretary

Astrid Arrarás
Parent Representative

Alan Bernstein
Dexter A. Bridgeman
Stanley Cohen
Chairman Emeritus

John Copeland
Ben Eisenberg
Nicole Henry
James Judd
Founder

Gail Meyers
Nedra Oren
John Richard
Dr. Eugene “Gene” Stark 
Anna Klimala
President, Ex Officio

OUR TEAM
Advisory Council

Laura Calzolari
Dr. Bruce Carter
Dr. James William Hipp
Emil Stefanutti

Staff
Anna Klimala
President

Andrea Pascual
Director of Operations

Liber Cuervos
Program Director

Joseph Burleson
Senior Development Manager

Lee Serena
Executive Assistant to the President

Victoria Gonzalez
Marketing & Communications Specialist

Jesse Gilday
Grants Coordinator

Gabriel Benitez
Program Manager

Claude Graham 
Site Manager, Liberty City Chapter

Claudens Louis
Site Manager, Little Haiti Chapter

Tarcisio Barreto
Site Manager, Little Havana Chapter

Tamara Riley
Site Manager, Miami Gardens Chapter

Cristina Verdesoto
Site Manager, Miami Springs Chapter

Bridgette Reid
Site Coordinator, Little Haiti Chapter

Benjamin Bush
Site Coordinator, Little Havana Chapter

Angelisha Davis
Site Coordinator, Miami Gardens Chapter

Ana Gonzalez
Site Coordinator, Miami Springs Chapter

Sharon McGill
Bus Assistant

Alejandra Puente
Bus Assistant

Dorene Walters
Security Assistant, Liberty City Chapter

Dexa Perez
Security Assistant, Little Havana Chapter

Cheryl Harvin
Security Assistant, Miami Gardens Chapter

Maria Rodriguez
Security Assistant, Miami Springs Chapter

Benjamin Bush joined Miami Music Project as a cellist when he was 10 years old. Home-schooled with his eight siblings, 
Benjamin enrolled at Florida International University (FIU) by age 14 and earned his Bachelor of Music at 18. Now 19 
years old, Benjamin graduated with Miami Music Project's class of 2021. Upon graduation, Benjamin was awarded 
the Stanley and Gala Cohen Scholarship and is now using it to pursue his Master of Music in Performance at Florida 
International University.

In addition to those accomplishments, Benjamin had his first-ever job interview this year - and his first-ever job offer - 
with Miami Music Project!  An official member of our team since this past spring, he is currently Site Coordinator at our 
Little Havana Chapter.

From his first note with Miami Music Project to his first job with Miami Music Project, Benjamin is an inspiration to us and 
the youth in our program. We couldn’t be more proud!

INSPIRING 
OUR 
COMMUNITY: 
FROM FIRST 
NOTE TO 
FIRST JOB
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Donate Online

Go to:

Text to Give

Text GIVE to (786) 288 0026
and follow the prompts on your 
phone screen.

Mail a Check

Write a check to: 
Miami Music Project, Inc.

Mail it to:
2000 S. Dixie Hwy, Suite 100B, 
Miami, FL 33133

Planned Giving

If you are interested in creating a 
powerful philanthropic legacy for our 
youth, please contact President Anna 
Klimala at anna@miamimusicproject.org

Donate Securities

• You can donate using appreciated 
stock to help non-profits while getting 
a double tax break! 

• Get a credit for the full market value of 
the donated shares and avoid paying 
any tax on the appreciation.

• Once directed to your broker or 
custodian, please notify  
anna@miamimusicproject.org. That’s 
the only way we will know it is you 
who made the donation!

We take all major credit cards.

or scan the QR code

miamimusicproject.org/donate

DONATIONS MAKE A BIG IMPACT 

Thank you for 
your generosity!

YOU CAN   PLAY A PART

Programs87%

Operations8%

Foundations and Grants50%

Individual Contributors29%

In-Kind Contributors1%

Corporate Contributors2%

Investment Income12%

Earned Income
0%

Other Income6%

DONATIONS AT WORK

 

Development5% 

For more 
financials, 
scan here

 

Where 
the 

money 
comes 
from

Where 
the 

money 
goes

2322

AND ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE



2000 S. Dixie Hwy., Suite 100B, 
Miami, FL 33133 
(786) 422 5221

info@miamimusicproject.org
www.miamimusicproject.org


